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Diversified Semantic Layer 

Å A new podcast by BOBJ 
nerds, for BOBJ people that 
won t call themselves nerds 

Å Recorded by a bunch of 
guys in the social media 
community 

Å Don t miss podcasts both 
on product news and 
application, as well as 
interviews with other BOBJ 
people in the community 

Å Follow on twitter at 
@DSLayered 

Å Download the podcasts 
through iTunes 

http://dslayer.net 
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Introduction 

ÅSAP BusinessObjects BI 4.0 (currently in ramp-up) 
introduces the Universe v2 (unx) 

ÅIntroduced to run in parallel with Universe v1 (unv - from 
XI 3.1) 

ÅUniverse v1 is still supported in BI 4.0 ς however, not all 
new reporting features are available with legacy 
Universes 

ÅMost legacy universes can be converted to Universe v2 
with a conversion wizard 
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Improved Features ς Contexts 

Å Now optimised to include only necessary joins 

Å All other joins can be used by any context 



Improved Features ς Data Display 

Å Select multiple tables or columns to view combined data 



Improved Features ς Comments 

Å Add comments in boxes 

Å Colour code boxes to match families 

 



Improved Features ς Derived Tables 

Å Select multiple tables then edit the inferred SQL 

Å Also select multiple tables to create aliases more quicker 

 



Improved Features 

ÅList of Values (LOVs) 
ïNow stored in Data Foundation 

ïCan be reused by multiple Business Layers 

ÅSearch Feature 
ïAllows wildcard searches 

ïSpecify search of tables, columns, families or contexts 

Å Integrity Check 
ïAdd own rules via third-party plugins 

ïPrioritise rules (critical vs information only) 

ïRun in background, then export and save results 

ÅUndo / Redo 
ïNow unlimited, instead of limited to one 

 



New Features ς Calculated Columns 

Å Build calculations directly into Data Foundation 

Å This may remove need for some derived tables 



New Features ς Families 

Å Group related tables together, then colour code 



New Features ς BI Projects 

Å Group all universe related files into BI Projects locally 



New Features ς BusinessObjects SQL 

Å Database-agnostic 
SQL when using 
multi-source 
universes 

Å SQL is converted to 
native database SQL 
at query runtime 

Å BusinessObjects SQL 
is SQL-92 ANSI 
compliant 



New Features ς OLAP Hierarchy Support 

Å Universes on OLAP cubes 
now support hierarchies 
natively (no data 
flattening) 

Å Both query panel and 
report functionality now 
supports native hierarchy 
support, including 
member selection 

Å Report tools connect 
directly to BW queries 

 



New Features ς Predefined Filters 

Å Can now be built and saved using the Query Editor, incl Prompts 

 



New Features ς Data Profiling 

Å Profile values and view chart breakdown 

 



New Features 

Å Prompts 
ïStandalone, reusable and optional 

ïGUI-driven to build them so no more @PROMPTs 

ÅQuery Editor 
ïMajor upgrade where you can build and run queries, then see the data 

ï In future you will be able to save queries and these can be used for end users 
when creating reports 

Å Universe Views 
ïCreate a saved view of a universe, with selected objects to display 

ïSet security on which users can use the Universe View 

Å Dependencies and Impact Analysis 
ï From a Business Layer down to a database table within a Data Foundation 

Å Computation Statistics 
ïRegularly update table and column record counts to improve performance for 

multi-source universes 
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